
PUPPY SOCIALISATION

One of the most important things you need to do for your puppy is 
socialization. But what is socialization? Most people seem to think of 
puppies playing with other puppies or puppies playing with other dogs 
for socialization. And while this is part of socialization, it's actually only a 
really small part. 

There is a much bigger picture that we need to consider. Puppies have 
what's called a critical period for development which goes up until the 
age of about 14 to 16 weeks. In this time frame, learning is permanent 
and they're soaking things up like a sponge. We have this limited 
window with which to expose the puppy to things that they need to be 
able to get used to and happily accept throughout their lives. 

So, not only is that other dogs but also other people, other 
environments, and really importantly, lots of sounds and noisy things. A 
lot of socialization you can do at home, but your puppy really needs to 
get used to many different environments while they're in this critical 
window. Now this critical window is also the window that puppies 
sometimes haven't had all their vaccinations. So, what are we to do? 
Well, I don't recommend confining your puppy to your home for their 
whole vaccination period, or they're whole critical period.
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Because if they miss out on socialization this can cause some major 
behavior problems that can even be unfixable and even be so hard to 
deal with that dogs often get euthanized because they haven't been 
socialized in that critical window. So, think of socialization like an extra 
vaccination, a vaccination for behavior problems. At the same time, use 
common sense. Don't take your puppy to areas that have been highly 
trafficked by other dogs that you don't know. You can do a lot of 
socialization without even putting your puppy on the ground. You can 
even have your puppy on your lap or park your car and have them look 
out the window with you because it's all about taking in sounds, 
environments, and seeing the world around them. 

Now we want the puppy to accept the things that they see in their 
environment but not be too overexcited about it and neither be scared 
about it. We want them to just accept that it's all part of life and part of 
the world and be okay with it. But importantly, we want them to be able 
to focus on you even though they're in new environments and around 
new distractions. So, when you're socializing and taking your puppy out 
and about let them look around, take it in, see the world, but always 
reward them for looking back to you and coming back to you as you are 
the most exciting and most important thing in any environment so that 
they're always ready to listen to you, no matter where you are. Let's 
have a look at some examples of things and places that you can do with 
your puppy for socialization. 
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So, when you're socializing and taking your puppy out and about let 
them look around, take it in, see the world, but always reward them for 
looking back to you and coming back to you as you are the most 
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always ready to listen to you, no matter where you are. Let's have a look 
at some examples of things and places that you can do with your puppy 
for socialization. 

In this video, sits on my lap and takes in the environment around her. 
Here's just some examples of some things to expose your puppy to. 
Noisy trolleys, traffic, people going by, and I just praise her, pat her, and 
feed her treats as she takes it all in. Here she is going through a tunnel 
which is great for her to become okay with weird surfaces and noises. 

Here's another example of a socialization exercise for scary noises. I'm 
luring through a tub full of bottles and cans. She also had some play 
time on a tarp which again is scary noises and weird surfaces and lots 
of rewards. And then here is Fury the Boxer puppy getting lured around 
a playground unstable surfaces, different environments, all really great 
for her development.
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Here's a video of me teaching Humphry the puppy that the vacuum 
cleaner is not too scary. So, at first the vacuum cleaner is turned off and 
I'm just feeding him treats nearby. Letting him sniff it and investigate it. 
And then we start to add some movement of the vacuum cleaner while 
it's still switched off before the scary noise. And we want to make sure 
that when we first turn it on the puppy isn't this close so that the puppy 
doesn't get a big fright. 

So, when I do finally turn it on, it's at a distance first and let the puppy 
approach at their own pace with lots of treats and encouragement and 
praise. Finally I turn the vacuum cleaner on when Humphry is at a 
distance and allow him to approach at his own pace. Then I slowly start 
to move the vacuum cleaner and toss him treats and praise him and just 
show him that it's all normal. 

We don't want to let the puppy chase the vacuum cleaner. They just 
need to learn to be calm around the vacuum cleaner and accept it. 

These principles can be applied to any object that your puppy is unsure 
of or that they need to get used to to be able to cope with it throughout 
their lives.


